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Chapter 95 Wins 2008 Department Newsletter of
the Year

Chapter 95’s news letter has won the
Department of North Carolina
Outstanding Newsletter of the year for
2008. This is the first Department
award for Chapter 95. The Chapter
was notified by the Department
Adjutant Wally Tyson by letter May 5"
and the award will be presented at the

2008 Department Convention in
Raleigh on June 7™ at the Department
awards banquet to outgoing
Commander Frank Feldmann. Mr.
Donald Samuels DAV National 3™
Junior Vice Commander will be on
hand and assist in presenting the
award.

Economic Stimulus Payments: Information for
Recipients of Veterans' Benefits

This section is for people receiving
benefits from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for disability, pension
or survivors' benefits. The IRS and
Treasury will be working closely with
the Department of Veterans Affairs
along with beneficiary organizations to
ensure that all eligible individuals know
what to do to receive a stimulus
payment. Normally, certain veterans’
payments are not subject to income
tax. However, the economic stimulus
law passed in February contains a
special provision allowing recipients of
certain veterans’ benefits to count
those benefits toward the qualifying
income requirement of $3,000 and
thereby qualify for the stimulus
payment.

For eligible veterans who do not
normally file a tax return, the IRS has
prepared a 10-page informational
package that includes instructions, a
sample Form 1040A and a blank Form
1040A — everything needed to file a
tax form today. See eligibility
requirements below.

- Package 1040A-3, 8-page
informational package for
people who normally do not file
a tax return.

People should note that Line 14a of
the Form 1040A and Line 20a of Form
1040 are designated for Social
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Commanders Corner

| wish to thank you for putting
your trust in me by electing me
as Commander and | can only
hope that | do not let you down.
Following Frank is going to be a
tough act to follow. Frank put in
S0 many hours in starting this
Chapter and his year as
Commander has been a
prosperous year for the
Chapter. From a start of just 25
members we have almost
tripled in size in just over a
year. That is a tribute to you the
members as we cannot do it
without you. We have run some
very successful fundraisers
allowing us to provide the
services that the DAV is known
for. We have certified six (6)
Chapter service Officers, we
are working hard on starting our
Chapter transportation
program, and there is just so
much more. It was Frank’s
leadership that led the way.

Frank thanks for all you have
done for us. | can only hope to
show as much wisdom and
leadership as you have.

But with all that we have
accomplished in the past year
we must look forward. We must
continue to build our
membership. There are over
10,000 veterans in Union

Monthly Quote:

“Always bear in mind that
your own resolution to
succeed is more
important than any one
thing. “

Abraham Lincoln

County, and many of them
need our help. How do we
reach them? Actually it is
very simple, we continue to
make our presence known.
We patrticipate in parades,
fund raising projects,
volunteer in the community,
speaking in public about the
DAV and our mission, talk
to your friends and
neighbors and ask them just
1 question. Are you a vet?
These are just a few ways
to accomplish this. |
challenge each member of
Chapter 95 to recruit 2 new
members this year; if we
each do this we will double
our membership this year
alone.

We have some exciting
things already in the
working stage. We plan on
selling the Community
Service books again; we will
have a display at the
Veteran’s Day air show at
the Monroe Airport and the
Military Appreciation
Monday at Golden Corral,
just to name a few. We can’t
do these events alone; we
need the help of you the
membership. Please take
some time and make
yourself available and help
us out.

In closing | want to again
say thank you for putting
your trust in me and | hope
to lead us thru another great
year.

Serving you with Pride,
Steve Wharton
Commander

Union County DAV Chapter

DAVA Commanders

Corner
Summer is almost here; many of us
are looking forward to a vacation.
Whether you plan to visit family or
take a cruise or maybe just stay home
and relax, we all need to remember
our troops deployed to Iraqg and
Afghanistan. We may be feeling the
heat now that we are experiencing
temperatures in the high 90’s but they
are experiencing 120 degrees or
worse. Please keep them in your
prayers everyday that they may have
enough shelter from the heat and
return safely to their loved ones soon.
Thank you to all the volunteers who
turned out to help sell our “Forget-me-
not” flowers.
You took a few hours from your busy
schedule to help raise funds for our
Disabled Vets and we do appreciate
you. Steve Wharton, DAV Unit #95’s
new Commander said we did well and
he will be presenting the Auxiliary with
our share soon. As with any
volunteering please keep track of your
hours.
Angel Wharton and | just attended the
DAV/DAVA State convention in
Raleigh, NC.
It was very informative as well as
enjoyable. The new state officer’s
were elected, awards were presented
for outstanding units and individuals.
The “Forget-Me-Not” luncheon on
Saturday was one of the highlights,
Past National Commander/Past State
Commander and State Judge
Advocate Jane Troutman and
committee presented a lovely time for
all, good food too! Congratulations to
Angel Wharton, on being elected to
the State Finance Committee.
Congratulations to Frank Feldmann
and Steve Wharton as well. They
received Special Recognition and a
nice plaque for “service above and
beyond” to our disabled Vets. Steve
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VA Creates Office to
Coordinate Hiring Vets

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James
B. Peake announced creation of a
Veterans Employment Coordination
Service to oversee the Department’s
program to recruit new veterans into the
VA workforce, especially recently
disabled combat veterans.

“It is important VA continues to set the
example to private and public
employers,” Peake said. “This program
builds upon the Department’s long
tradition of service to veterans,
particularly the disabled.”

The new office will work with military
transition programs, veterans service
organizations and other VA programs to
promote careers in the VA

workforce. The program will also work
with VA managers and human resource
offices to ensure supervisors are aware
of programs for hiring veterans. Efforts
to assist severely injured veterans have
already begun with the Department’s
participation in local career fairs targeting
veterans of the Global War on Terror.

In November 2007, VA announced plans
to hire 10 full-time regional veterans
employment coordinators who provide
hands-on assistance to veterans
interested in careers at the

Department. The new office will oversee
the regional coordinators.

About 31 percent of VA’'s 260,000
employees are veterans, and nearly 8
percent are service-connected disabled
veterans. VA ranks first among non-
Defense agencies in the hiring of
disabled veterans and is second only to
the Department of Defense in the overall
number of veterans on the

workforce. Last fiscal year, VA hired
more than 9,000 veterans.

Union County DAV Chapter

New Chapter Office

The Chapter will be moving and
consolidating its location in the
very near future. We have
obtained an office located at
100B Myers Street in Monroe.
We were able to obtain this
office thru a gracious donation of
the monthly rent from Mr. Parker
Mills. Mr. Mills is the owner of
the office complex and is also
the owner of Mills Cleaners with
locations throughout Union
County. The office has more
than enough space for the
Chapter to set up desks for our
Chapter Service Officers, as well
as space to hold our meetings.
Mr. Mills has always been a
strong advocate of the Veteran
population in Union County.

We can use some help in getting
the office set up for use. We are
in need of desks, wall partitions,
filing cabinets just to name a few
things. We also will have to put
carpet down in the office. If you
or anyone you know has skills to
put down carpet please contact
the Chapter at 704-635-7908.

New Chapter Phone
Number

The Chapter has a new
telephone number. The number
is 704-635-7908. The phone
will be open from 8AM to 4PM
Monday thru Friday.

Convention
Delegates

Frank Feldmann and Steve
Wharton were elected
Convention Delegates to the
Department Convention to be
held in Raleigh in June

Department
Commander’s
Message

The 2008 Department
Convention is fast
approaching. | consider the
annual Convention to be a
time of reflection,
reaffirmation and renewal.
We can take time to reflect
on what we accomplished as
well as those things we
could have done better.
Convention is also a time to
reaffirm our commitment to
the service we provide to our
fellow disabled veterans and
their families, widows and
survivors. Lastly,
Convention is a time to set
future plans under the
leadership of a New
Commander and other
important positions. Itis my
sincere desire to see a
minimum of 40 of our 59
DAV Chapters and 25 of the
38 DAV Auxiliary Units
present and participating in
the Convention. | hope the
Chapter leaders will take
charge and make an effort to
be represented at the
Convention.

Once again, | want to
take this opportunity to
Thank You for the support
you have given to me and
my fellow officers during my
second term as Department
Commander. This year has
been a truly rewarding
experience and | hope | have
fulfilled the expectations you

placed in me when elected.
Rodney S. Tucker, Commander
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Economic Stimulus Payments Continued

Security. However, these lines
should also be used to include any
veterans’ benefits.

Basic Eligibility Requirements

. Individuals or families must
have at least $3,000 in qualifying
income, which can be income from
or in combination with Social
Security benefits, Veterans Affairs
benefits, Railroad Retirement
benefits and earned income.

. People must have valid
Social Security Numbers.

. People cannot be claimed as
dependents or eligible to be claimed
as dependents on another's tax
return.

. People must file a 2007 tax
form, i.e. Form 1040A.

Mailing Addresses

Even those who normally don't have
to file a federal tax return will have
to file one this year in order to claim
the economic stimulus payment.
North Carolina residents can send
the tax return to:

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service Center
Atlanta, GA 39901-0099

For Those Who Have Already Filed
Some recipients of the benefits
described above may have filed a
2007 tax return reporting at least
$3,000 in qualifying income. They
do not need to do anything else.
They will begin receiving their
stimulus payments in early May.

Others may need to amend a
previously filed tax return to include

benefits to reach the $3,000
qualifying income level. Adding
these benefits on an amended tax
return will not increase an
individual’s tax liability but will
establish eligibility for the stimulus
payment. Taxpayers can use IRS
Form 1040X to amend a tax return in
order to qualify for the stimulus
payment. File the form after April 14,
2008, and allow 8-12 weeks of
processing time before making any
inquiries about the payment..

Free Tax Help Available

Individuals who need to file a return
this year to receive a stimulus
payment may be able to take
advantage of thousands of free tax
preparation sites nationwide for low-
income and elderly taxpayers.

Free File: Economic Stimulus
Payment provides free tax
preparation software and electronic
filing for people who are submitting a
return solely to receive their
economic stimulus payment.

The Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) program provides
help to low- and moderate-income
taxpayers. Call 1-800-906-9887 to
locate the nearest VITA site.

The Tax Counseling for the Elderly
(TCE) Program provides free tax
help to people age 60 and older. As
part of the IRS-sponsored TCE

CALENDAR of
EVENTS

June 16"
Executive Committee
Meeting

June 18"
Regular Meeting

July 16™
Regular Meeting

Aug 20"
Regular Meeting

Sept 17"
Regular Meeting

Oct 22nd
Regular Meeting

Nov 19th
Regular Meeting

Dec 19th
Regular Meeting

WE NEED YOUR HELP
TO GROW AND
ASSIST OTHER

VETERAN'S
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Retiree checklist — for survivors

The following information is the one part of life that most of do want to face. As we age we need to be
prepared for passing on. This is provided as a guideline for the surviving spouse or children.

Create a military file that includes your retirement orders, separation papers, medical records, etc. Make
sure your spouse knows the location and telephone number of the nearest military installation.

Create a military retired pay file that includes the pertinent information for DFAS and Military Personnel
Command:

Defense Finance and Accounting Service
U S Military Retirement Pay

Post Office Box 7130

London, KY 40742 7130

(800) 321-1080 or (216) 522-5955)

This file should also include the number of any VA claim still pending and the address of the VA
office being used; a list of deductions currently being made from benefits; and the name, relationship and
address of the person you have made the beneficiary of any unpaid retired pay at the time of death.
Create an annuities file. This file should information about the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), Reserve
Component Survivor Benefit Plan (RCSBP) or the Retired Serviceman’s Family Protection Plan (RSFPP),
Civil Service annuity, etc. Additional information regarding SBP annuity claims can be obtained from the
DFAS by calling (800) 321-1080.

Create a personal document file that has copies of marriage certificates, divorce decrees, adoptions
and naturalization papers.

Create an income tax file. Include copies of both of your state and federal income tax returns.
Create a property tax file. Include copies of tax bills, deeds and any other related information.
Create an insurance policy file. Include life, property, accident, liability and hospitalization policies.

In a secure location, maintain a list of all bank accounts (joint or individual). Include the location of all
deposit boxes, savings bonds, stocks, bonds and any securities owned.

In a secure location, maintain a list of all charge accounts and credit cards. Include account numbers
and mailing addresses.

Maintain a list of all associations and organizations of which you are a member. Some of them could
be helpful to your spouse.

Maintain a list of all friends and business associates who may be helpful. Include name, address and
phone number.

Spend time with your spouse discussing your plans with respect to the type and place of your
funeral service. You should decide which cemetery, whether ground burial, or cremation, etc. If your
spouse knows your desires, it will resolve some of the questions that might arise at a later date.
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Retiree checklist — for survivors continued

Visit a local funeral home and pre-arrange your services. Many states will allow you to pre-pay for
services.

Investigate the decisions that you and your family have agreed upon. Many states have specific laws and
guidelines regulating cremation and burials at sea. Some states require a letter of authority signed by the
deceased in order to authorize a cremation. Know the laws in your specific area and how they may affect

your decisions

Once your decisions have been made and you're comfortable with them, have a will drawn up

outlining all your wishes.

Ensure that your will and all other official documents are maintained in a secure location known by

your loved ones. This includes all of your DD214s or Retirement Orders.

When all the decision-making and documenting is completed, sit back and continue to enjoy life.
Who should be notified in the event of my death?

1. Defense Finance and Accounting Service — (800) 321-1080 or (216) 522-5955

2. Social Security Administration (for death benefits) - (800) 772-1213

3. Department of Veterans Affairs (if applicable) — (800) 827-1000

4. Office of Personnel and Management (OPM) (if applicable) (724) 794-8690

5. Any fraternal group that you have membership with: e.g., DAV, MOAA, FRA, NCOA, VFW, AL, TREA,

NAUS

6. Any previous employee that provides pension or benefits.
The above information is not all-inclusive and should be used with other estate planning tools to lessen

trauma to your loved ones

Chapter 95 Home to New
District Commander

Chapter 95 will be home to the newly elected
Disabled American Veterans Department of
North Carolina 8" District Commander. At the
April 12™ District meeting Chapter 95's Steve
Wharton was elected as the new 8™ District
Commander. He will be succeeding Edd Furr
as the District Commander; Edd Furr was
elected as the Senior Vice District
Commander. The installation will take place
at the Department Convention in Raleigh, NC.

The Convention Forget - Me - Not
Luncheon is for Everyone

Many DAV members
believe that because the
Forget-Me-Not Luncheon
is hosted by the DAV
Auxiliary that the event is
for Auxiliary members
only. The Luncheon is
open to everyone! This
year’s Luncheon is being
planned by DAV
Auxiliary Past National
Commander Jane

DAVA Commander Cont.

Troutman and she extends a
warm invitation to all DAV
and Auxiliary members and
their guests to join the special
festivities at Noon on
Saturday, June 7, 2008.
DAV members are asked to
wear their uniforms and/or
medals so “Heroes” may be
recognized during the
luncheon. The complete
meal with beverage and
desert is only $25.00

seeing you on the 18™.

Wharton received the honor of the best newsletter in the state, of course we all knew that and are
happy the NCDAYV thinks so as well. Great going Steve!
Please remember our meeting on the 3" Wednesday (6/18) at the Golden Corral at 6:30 pm. We'll be
talking about plans for the Fall as well as what we can do to increase out membership. Bring your
ideas. At our last meeting we voted to not meet in July and December; which means we skip a
month, than meet again in August. We also elected Gail Alexander as our delegate to the National
convention in Las Ve%as in August. Have a great time Gail and Peter. Thanks looking forward to

Unit 95 DAVA Commander, Kay Feldmann kfeldmann@earthlink.net 704-231-7680
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Union County DAV
Chapter 95

P O BOX 1575
Monroe, NC. 28111-1575
PHONE:

(704) 635-7908

Meeting Date and Time
3" Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM.
Dutch Supper at 5:30 PM at the
Golden Corral Restaurant
Monroe, NC

Commander
Steve Wharton
(704) 807-3157
commander@unionncdav.org

Senior Vice Commander
Frank Feldmann
(704) 907-4656
E-MAIL:
unionncdav@earthlink.net

Junior-Vice Commander
Tanaka Stewart

E-mail
juniorvicecommander@unionncdav.org

Adjutant
Elaine Stevens
(704) 233-9592
E-Mail
adjutant@unionncdav.org

Treasurer
Lucy Hammond
(704)737-3769
E-Mail
treasurer@unionncdav.org

Chaplin
Peter Alexander
(704) 225-0511
Email
alexandertawj@aol.com

Chapter Service Officer
Tanaka Stewart
(704) 283-0319

We’'re on the Web!
See us at:
www.unionncdav.org

Union County DAV Chapter

2008 Department Convention

The annual Department
Convention will be held at the
North Raleigh Hilton Hotel
June 5-8, 2008. The hotel is
located at 3415 Wake Forest
Road (Exit 10 from the [-440
Beltline) in Raleigh. The
special convention room rate is
$79 plus applicable taxes per
night.

The DAV room block of 80

guest rooms will be held until
May 12, 2008 or until filled. No
exceptions will be made. The
hotel telephone number is
(919) 872-2323, extension
716. State you are with the
DAV.
After May 12, guest rooms are
subject to availability and
higher rates. If necessary, we
recommend the Residence Inn
Raleigh North, 1000 Navaho
Drive, PH: 919-878-6100 as an
alternative  hotel. This
excellent hotel is adjacent to
the Hilton.

A Special Convention Package
is available for members and
guests for $62, if purchased
before May 21, 2008. If
purchased later, the price will
be $72. Those registering in
advance should select either a
Beef or Chicken entree.
Banquet tickets are available
for guests only @ $35 per
person. For your convenience,
the tentative 2008 Convention
Schedule, advance registration
form, and return envelope are
enclosed with this Bulletin.

When required, please make
copies of the registration form
and schedule for other members
and guests. Convention
information and forms may also
be found on the Department
Web Site,
www.davmembersportal.org/nc.

Chapters are reminded of the

requirement to elect their
Convention  Delegates and
Alternate Delegates. For the

convenience of the chapter and
their delegates, we have
included the instructions and the
required delegate list forms with
this Bulletin. If not selecting the

Convention Package, the
delegate registration fee is
$15.00.

DAV National 3™ Junior Vice
Commander Don Samuels of
Tennessee and DAV Auxiliary
National Commander Kathryn
Wiley of Washington will be our
special convention guests.

Chapters are reminded of the
following helpful hints when
preparing for the convention:

Make room reservations
before the deadline of
May 12, 2008

Submit the list of Chapter
Delegates before the deadline of
May 21, 2008

Submit Advance Registration
Forms before the deadline of
May 21, 2008 to save $10.00
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Department Service
Officer Vacancies

We regret to announce the
resignations of Department
Service Officers Ken Joy at the
Fayetteville VAMC and Elaine
Howle at the Salisbury VAMC.
We regret the inconvenience
this may cause concerning the
DAV Transportation Network
until these positions are filled.
In the event of questions or
transportation difficulties at
these facilities, please check in
with the VAVS Office.

As required by the DSO
Program Bylaws, the vacant
positions will be listed with the
Employment Security
Commission of North Carolina.
If you know of a disabled
veteran interested in either of
these positions, please ask
them to make an inquiry at the
local ESC-NC office.

Monthly Quote:

It behooves every man to
remember that the work of the
critic is of altogether secondary
Importance and that in the end,
progress is accomplished by the
man who does things.

Theodore Roosevelt

2008 DAV National
Convention News

Officers receiving the Chapter
mail from DAV National
Headquarters have recently
received the information
concerning changes to the
convention registration process.
If a member desires to attend
the DAV National Convention as
a Chapter delegate, their
credentials MUST be in order
prior to arrival in Las Vegas.

If a member is
considering attending, we
recommend making a room
reservation immediately. It will
be much easier to cancel the
reservation should plans change
than it will be to get a room at
Bally’s at a later date.

Scooters for severely
disabled veterans were
previously furnished without
cost. However, if needed, all
scooters must be reserved in
advance for use at the 2008
National Convention. To
reserve a scooter, please call
the DAV National Membership
Department, 1-877-426-2838,

extension 7065.

Union County DAV Chapter

Past Commanders
Comments

It is with great appreciation that | will
end my year as your Commander.
Thank you ALL for your help and
encouragement. | had never held
office in the DAV and I did not know
what a great sense of
accomplishment it could be. My
experiences with the dedicated
members of the DAV have left me
with a sense of warmth and
accomplishment. | have not been
associated with a group of people
that have served so unselfishly to
help our disabled veterans and
families. With more individual
participation we will find more
veterans and families to help.
Thank you for allowing me to
serve and helping me start DAV in
Union County.
Frank Feldmann
Past Commander

Department
Membershin Renort

We have a great challenge ahead of
us if we are to achieve our assigned
goal of 34,479 Full Paid Life
Members. We currently need 591
Full Paid Life Members to reach our
goal before June 30, 2008. We
currently have 6,001 “Part-Life
Members” and 3,662 “Trial Members”
on the membership rolls that we
should ask to make the commitment
to Full Paid Life Membership. Our
total membership (Full and Part Life)
is 43,551. We finished last year with
45,834 total members. Let’s put forth
the effort and finish the year strong.
Remember, the Department
Executive Committee has approved a
$10.00 discount offer to those
members who pay their remaining
balance in full before May 31, 2008.
Legislative Strength can only be
maintained by Membership Strength.
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Helpful Contact Information

Veterans Administration DAV National Headquarters DAV Dept. of North Carolina
251 N. Main Street P O Box 14301 P O Box 28146
Winston-Salem, NC. 27155 Cincinnati, Oh 45250 Raleigh, NC 27611

(800) 827-1000 (877) 426-2838 (888) 432-8838
WWW.va.gov www.dav.org www.davnc.org

VA Medical Centers

W. G. (Bill) Hefner VA Medical Center, Salisbury, NC (800) 469-8262
Ashville VA Medical Center, Ashville, NC (800) 932-6408
Wm. Jennings Bryan Dorn VA Medical Center, Columbia, SC (800) 776-4000
VA Outpatient Clinic, Winston-Salem, NC (336) 768-3296
VA Outpatient Clinic, Charlotte, NC (704) 547-0020
VA Outpatient Clinic, Rock Hill, SC (803) 336-4848

DAV National Service Officer

Winston-Salem (336) 631-5481

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Life Membership

Life membership is permanent. Life membership dues are as follows Date of application
and may be paid in interest-free installments following a minimum Union County Chapter 95 NC
$40 down payment: Chapter number and location requested (if known)
Age 40 and under.......... $250 Age 61-70.......... $180
Age 41-60...........ccoeenenn $230 Age 71-79.......... $140
Age 80 and over............... Free Sponsor's name and code number if Applicable  Telephone
Last Name First Name Middle Initial Email address of applicant

My check/money order is enclosed for:

Spouse’s First Name

Charge my credit card in the amount of:

Street Address
_ MasterCard ___ Visa AE Discover Card

City State Zip
__Male ___Female Birth date Date Enlisted Card Number Expiration Date

Branch of service Date Discharged  Rank Signature Telephone
Campaign/Expedition Medals awarded Send to: Membership Department
| have a service-connected disability rated at % (0-100) DAV National Headquarters
Did you receive a Purple Heart ___Yes  Disability Discharge __ Yes P.0O.Box 145550 Cincinnati, OH 45250-55507?

Ex P.O.W. ___Yes Military Retired __Yes www.dav.org (888) 236-8313
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Disabled American Veterans
Union County Chapter 95

P O Box 1575

Monroe, NC. 28111-1575



